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that you may marry soon." However, there are
higher planes on which twin souls can meet, and
if one may not talk love, one can talk religion ;
and since this was a subject Varanese was happy
in, the passionate friendship prospered. Miss
Kirkham induced Wesley to read Thomas a
Kempis, and, more studiously than before, Jeremy
Taylor. Having found "a religious friend," and
no doubt feeling the stress of a hopeless love-affair,
Wesley began to think about religion more pro-
foundly. He was led to consider taking orders.

His parents were delighted with this change of
temper ; apparently he had never before shown
them his serious side ; but there were a great
many things Wesley wished to clear up in his
own mind before taking this step, and it was to
his mother, not to his father, that he applied for
help. Old Wesley had had a scholar's ambitions
for his son, but Susanna had more spiritual
aspirations for him. What, after al!5 was learn-
ing? Wesley agreed, there was so much to be
learnt that one could not learn it all; and besides,
once one had learnt something, how could one
know that it was not all a sheer waste of time ?
Take the good Bishop Berkeley. How easy it was
to destroy his graceful, elaborate, philosophic
structure ! His mother always listened sympa-
thetically, and it is not for nothing that, whereas
Mr. Wesley is referred to as "the father of the
Wesleys," his wife is known as " the mother of
Methodism,"